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FROM VACANT SPACES
TO VIBRANT PLACES

Partner with Dubolimburg

HORIZON-NEB-2026-01-BUSINESS-03

Approaches to reuse vacant, obsolete or underutilised 
spaces

We are looking to join a European consortium and invite 
project coordinators to include Dubolimburg as a 
research, innovation and Living Lab partner.

RESEARCH & 
INNOVATION LIVING LAB LOCAL IMPACT

P E O P L E   |   P L A C E S   |   P O S S I B I L I T I E S

WHY DUBOLIMBURG?

✦ Research & innovation driven
We develop and test innovative solutions for real-life 
challenges.

◎
Strong link with local authorities
We work closely with cities and municipalities across 
Limburg.

▦
Built-environment expertise

Spatial, technical, financial and organisational knowledge.

→ From research to implementation
We translate results into practical tools, policy advice and 
action.

Let’s create places that matter. 
Together.
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O U R  C O N T R I B U T I O N

Why Dubolimburg strengthens the consortium
A regional R&I partner that connects European research with local authorities, real-life cases and implementation.

R&I Research & innovation

Developing, testing and validating 
approaches for sustainable living 
environments.

LOCAL Local authority network

Direct connection to cities and 
municipalities and their spatial, 
climate and community challenges.

BUILT
Built-environment 
expertise
Spatial, technical, financial and 
organisational perspectives in one 
partner.

CO Co-creation

Bringing together public authorities, 
citizens, businesses, knowledge 
partners and professionals.

ACT Implementation capacity

Turning research outputs into usable 
tools, policy pathways and real-
world action.

EU European connections

Linking Limburg practice to Flemish 
and European networks for 
replication and upscaling.

Our role: bridge research local needs experimentation implementation
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O U R  S T A R T I N G  F R A M E W O R K

RE:SPACE: from spatial potential to real-life activation
A methodological starting point to be jointly researched, developed, tested and validated within the consortium.MAP

Identify & map
vacant, obsolete or underutilised 

spaces

UNDERSTAND
Analyse

causes, context & local needs

MATCH
Connect

spatial opportunities with 
community needs

PRIORITISE
Assess & select

promising opportunities

CO-DESIGN
Develop together

with local stakeholders

ACTIVATE
Move to action

projects, pathways & wider 
impact

RE:SPACE

From insight to impact
for sustainable places

What we want to 
investigate

How can local authorities 
systematically identify and 
quantify underused space?

How do we connect spatial 
opportunities to real community 
needs?

Which opportunities should be 
prioritised — and why?

How can co-design, feasibility and 
activation be integrated into one 
transferable approach?

FRAMEWORK — NOT A FINISHED 
METHOD
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L E T ’ S  W O R K  T O G E T H E R

What we bring to your consortium
Dubolimburg is open to different roles and consortium set-ups. We want to contribute where local experimentation and implementation add value.

LIMBURG AS A LIVING LAB

Urban  •  peri-urban  •  rural

Real-life cases and local challenges

Cities & municipalities as key actors

Vacant housing and public buildings

Underused economic sites and other 
spaces

Testing, validation and replication

POSSIBLE ROLES

R&I partner Living Lab partner

Methodology 
development

Stakeholder 
engagement

Case identification Replication & 
exploitation

We bring real-life cases, local partners 
and implementation experience — and 

we are committed to a strong, 
impactful and high-quality proposal.

GET IN TOUCH

Interested in involving Dubolimburg in your 
proposal? We would be happy to discuss 

opportunities.

Karen Smets
Architect | Project Coordinator

karen.smets@dubolimburg.be
+32 478 21 00 13

Ronny Kuppens
Managing Director

ronny.kuppens@dubolimburg.be   +32 493 96 88 07

FROM VACANT SPACES TO VIBRANT PLACES — LET’S CREATE PLACES THAT MATTER. TOGETHER.
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